
Greetings in Jesus’ name to all our family, friends, and faithful Partners in Missions. 

We are so thankful for your prayers and support toward our ministry. Without you we would not
have been able to do what we have done here with the work in Venezuela. So, we say again Thank
You for your faithful prayers and giving. 

Even through years of extreme turmoil, Venezuela is a land of revival. The UPC of Venezuela has
over 1600 churches and 1674 ministers and is still believing for greater revival in the years to
come.

I have lived in Venezuela since I was 2 1/2 years old. Three generations have worked with this
country and we have seen the fruits of the labor. Our goal is to continue the work, preparing our
young men and women for the kingdom of God. Our Bible school has been the main key for the
revival here and we are believing for greater things to happen before the coming of the Lord. 

Currently, I am the Director of Education and in charge of the two main Bible schools in the
nation. Also, every year we have intensive courses for our pastors across the nation. Education is
very important here in our church as we are preparing pastors to reach this country. Since 1976
we have graduated over 3600 men and women for the kingdom of God.

Last September 2024, we were due for deputation. A few months before, as we were preparing for
this, my wife Sister Damarys was not feeling well and had trouble walking. Many exams and MRI’s
were done and we visited a couple of doctors. They came back with the results that she had a
tumor in her spine and needed to be operated on immediately. We prayed and asked God for His
perfect will and guidance. On May 28th my wife was operated on. The operation was a success,
and we knew that there was still a long road for her recovery, as she needed therapy for the next
six to nine months to walk again. After six days in the hospital, one day before her release she had
a stroke, and the right side of her body was totally paralyzed. They took her to the ICU and she
was given 24 hours to live. At this time, I reached out to my regional director Brother Sponsler
and he connected us to the World Network of Prayer.

Many churches and countries around the world were all praying and fasting for a miracle for my
wife. After five days she was taken back to her room. With the stroke, she lost all her right-side
arm and leg movements as well as her speech and swallowing abilities, and control of many other
parts of her body. She has been able to slowly recuperate some of this. We know we have a long
road ahead as after ten months she is still in bed and in need of much prayer and therapy as her
progress has slowed down. But we are still believing God for a true miracle in her life. With all of
this, we had to cancel our deputation and postpone it until this year. Our goal was that by August
2025 we would be able to travel back to the USA for deputation. 
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However, with her circumstances and doctors' recommendations it is best for her to stay home
for her therapy and medical care. We do ask for your prayer for her complete recuperation. We
know that we serve a God of miracles. 

We are scheduled for deputation beginning September 2025. It was originally for one year but
under our circumstances, the Global Missions Board has come up with a plan for me to shorten
my deputation. This way I would be back to take care of my wife, daughter, and our Bible Schools
much sooner.

We humbly come to you, our family, friends, and faithful Partners in Missions, if there is any way
that you could help us with an increase in your monthly PIM pledge or with a special offering
towards our ministry. This would be a blessing and we would be very grateful to you.
We hope you will prayerfully consider helping us during these difficult times which we are going
through with my wife’s situation. 

To make a donation to our account, please send a check to the address below with account
number 988 or text LJBurton to the number 71777 and choose “Return to the Field”.

May God richly bless you.


